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BALLAJURA COMMUNITY COLLEGE — ANZAC DAY SERVICE 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.46 pm]: In recognition of 
the fact that when we rise tomorrow we will not be returning until after Anzac Day, I want to reflect on a service 
I attended earlier today at Ballajura Community College. I joined members of the school community, along with 
representatives from the Ballajura sub-branch of the Returned and Services League of Australia to participate in 
the school’s annual Anzac Day service, which is held at Ballajura War Memorial and Peace Park. For those 
members who are unaware, Ballajura War Memorial and Peace Park is located on the college site. The memorial 
involves rammed-earth panels and a granite water sphere, and the panels include an inscription of the Ode to the 
Fallen, as well as poppies and other emblems representing Anzac Day and Remembrance Day. It is indeed an 
impressive memorial, and one that has very much become a key place within the Ballajura community since it 
was dedicated in 2006. 

Services like the one I attended today, along with the hundreds that will be held right across Australia on 
Anzac Day, are poignant reminders of the servicemen and women who have served and continue to serve our 
country in our armed forces in war and in peacekeeping operations in countries around the world. Of course, 
2014 represents the commencement of the Anzac centenary. Many events are being planned right across 
Australia over the four years that encompass the centenary, and Albany will obviously play a very key part in 
Western Australia’s commemorations. As we all know, Anzac Day is a time when we all have the opportunity to 
remember those who have given selfless service in defence of Australia and our allied countries. Every town, no 
matter how small or how large, has a memorial that bears the names of those who have served, and it is always a 
very clear reminder to me when I see a cross or a mark against a person’s name that those servicemen never 
returned to the loved ones they left behind. In The Anzacs: Gallipoli to the Western Front—I thank the 
Parliamentary Library for assisting me to get this book today—it states — 

Over the four years of war, Australia enlisted a total of 416 809 men, a mind-boggling effort for a 
country of about four million people. Over half the eligible white male population joined up, of which 
80 per cent, or 331 781, took the field, mostly on the Western Front. In all, 59 342, almost 20 per cent, 
were killed—over 46 000 on the Western Front—and 152 171, nearly 45 per cent, wounded. The 
overall casualty figure amounted to 215 585. Hence only one out of every three Australians who went 
overseas got through unscathed, at least physically.  

The concentration of men in arms that were exposed at the ‘sharp end’, over 210 000 in the infantry and 
more than 30 000 in the light horse, explained this grim statistic. Putting it into a wider perspective, the 
Australian casualty rate proportionate to forces fielded was the highest in the British Empire. 
Proportionate to population, it was second only to New Zealand, which suffered 58 526 out of a 
population of 1.3 million. 

I have to say they are unbelievable figures when we think about them in today’s terms. But it is through the 
battles that were fought that the Anzac legend was born. I found an old speech on the Returned and Services 
League of Australia national website, which refers to the Anzac legend and those men and women. In a foreword 
to a book on the Great War, the late John Masefield, who was a poet laureate for the United Kingdom, wrote — 

‘During the war the English suddenly became aware of a new kind of man, unlike any usually seen 
here. These strangers were not Europeans; they were not Americans. They seemed to be of the one race, 
for all of them had something of the same bearing, and something of the same look of humorous, swift 
decision. On the whole they were taller, broader, better-looking and more graceful in their movements 
than other races. 
‘Yet in spite of so much power and beauty they were very friendly people, easy to get on with, most 
helpful, kind and hospitable. 

He says further on — 
‘When people asked, who are these fellows, nobody, at first, knew. 
‘The strangers became conspicuous in England after about a year of war. They were preceded by the 
legend that they had been “difficult” in Egypt, and that they had to be camped in the desert to keep them 
from throwing Cairo down the Nile. Then came stories of their extraordinary prowess in war. Not even 
the vigilance of the censors could keep down the accounts of their glory in battle. 
‘Since that time, the Australian army has become famous all over the world as the finest army engaged 
in the Great War. They did not always salute; they did not see the use of it; they did, from time to time, 
fling parts of Cairo down the Nile and some of them kept the military police alert in most of the back 
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areas. But in battle they were superb. When the Australians were put in, a desperate feat was expected 
and then done. Every great battle in the west was an honour and more upon their banners. 

‘No such body of free men has given so heroically since our history began. 

For me, and I am sure for all members in this house, Anzac Day is not a day that glorifies war. It is a day when 
we can all reflect and remember the brave actions of service men and women, those who answered the call, who 
stepped out and, indeed, continue to step out from the safety of their homes and away from their loved ones. It is 
a day that we can reflect on and honour those who never returned. Indeed, it is a day when we can personally 
remember family members who have served our great nation. I am sure each and every one of us can point to at 
least one family member who has served. In my case it was two grandfathers and a great uncle. I would like to 
thank the college for again inviting me to its service. I, like other members, will be looking forward to 
participating in other services on Anzac Day. Again, I leave members with a quote from the late Charles Bean, 
which is in the book The Anzacs: Gallipoli to the Western Front to which I have already referred. Charles Bean 
wrote the official history of Australians during the First World War and played a key part in the establishment of 
the Australian War Memorial. He said of the AIF — 

What these men did nothing can alter now. The good and the bad, the greatness and smallness of their 
story will stand. Whatever of glory it contains nothing now can lessen. It rises, as it will always rise, 
above the mists of ages, a monument to great-hearted men; and for their nation, a possession for ever. 
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